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The steady spirit in the Peace

Scholars's passionate voices at Brandeis
offers a reprieve from the staccato
gunfire and explosions in their native
Isracl. They speal< of coexisrence,
commonalities, and understanding pain
rather than the intransigence and
enmity that many others view as

deffning features of current Israeli-Arab
relationships. The four Peace Fellows
on {our-year scholarships at Brandeis-
two Palestinian lsraelis, onc Jcwish
Israeli, and one fordanian-and two
Brandeis graduates who were Peace
Fellows-a Palestinian and fewish
Israeli-have different heritages and
often divergent political perspectives.
But all uphold the singular vision
of finding a peaceful solution to the
conflict in the Middle East.

These expressions of a handful of
people hardly register through the din
of war. Their message and strategies
aren/t heard by political leaders or
detailed on editorial pages. Yet even as

the violence in Israel has escalated,
the Peace Scholars have remained
resolute. "It's important now that
people hear our voices/" says Maisa
Khshaibon'03, a Palestinian Israeli
in her junior year as a Peace Fellow.
Khshaibon's family has lived in the
village K{ar Kana near Haifa since
before Israel's statehood. "We need to
show people that after living in
a region where violence is accepted, we
still believe there's a better solution.
Others need to see that those of
us from Israel believe in peace even
though the situation isn't promising."

The opportunity for Peace Scholars
to have an impact increases when
conditions between |ews and Arabs
are poor/ says Alan B. Slifka, New
York-based investrnent rnanager and
philanthropist whose family funded
the scholarships. The scholarships

are named for his parents, foseph
and Sylvia Sli{ka. "Newspaper
headlines and tensions engender {ear.

There's much stereotyping and
dehumanization during these times,
so it's dramatic when those involved
break down initial barriers to discover
that the people they were demonizing
are human beings."

Being a Slifka Peace Scholar dismantled
stereotypes for Taher Baderkhan '03, a

Brandeis junior from Amman, fordan:
"Before I came to Brandeis I'd never
met a lew or an Israeli. Coming here
was a big adventure. I'd heard stories
{rom people in the community that
prompted me to create a different view
than the reality. Now I've had a lot
of opportunity to talk with fews and
hear their points of view, and that has

changed my ideas about Israelis and

|ews.

"In the same wat many people I meet
have crazy ideas about Arabs {rom the
media or from other people, but they've
never met an Arab. I hear those views
and offer my perspective. I encourage
those peopie not to create their images
from one source but to investigate, to
look {or other sides of the story."

The two-way street that Baderkhan
describes is part of the infrastructure
the Sllfka Peace Scholarship Program
aims to bui1d. The schoiarship program
has two {acets: it enlightens Israeli
students about coexistence and informs
American stlldents about the nature
and depth of Israeli society. Slifka
explains, "Because Israel is the
homeland to the fewish people, it
is essential that the state retain irs
character. At the same time it's
imperative that Israel conducts its
affairs so that its 20 percent Arab
minority-which was a majority prior
to Israel's creation in 1948-fee1s
that its members are equa1, respected
citizens treated by the state with
dignity and civility.

"In order to create a culture of
coexistence, you have to create
leadership of young people who know
and respect each other," Slifka

continues. "Bringing an Arab and few
from Israel to Brandeis every four years
wil1, in time, produce a cadre of
people with shared experience that will
enable them to inform and empower
others. It's also important that fewish
students at Brandeis meet Israeli |ews
and Arabs. Meeting Israeli |ews fosters
identiffcation with Israel and interest
in visiting the |ewish homeland.
Getting to know Israeli Arabs helps
Alnerican f ews recognize that part of
their responsibility in supporting Israel
is ensuring they don't foster an Arab
underclass by ignoring Israel's Arab
citizens. "

Applicants for Slifka Peace Scholarships
go through a selection process in Israel
that considers their high school grades,

recommendations, English exam, and
interviews. Political views are not a

consideration in the selection process.
While most Peace Scholars don't enroll
at Brandeis as emissaries of
Israeli-Palestinian coexistence, their
involvement in Arab-|ewish dialogue
groups and coalition-building retreats
{uels their advocacy o{ a peaceful
solution in their homeland.

Maisa Khshaibon '03 says that when
she began her fellowship at Brandeis,
she knew she would be working
with students. "But I never knew I'd
become so involved. My coexistence
work has become a major part of my
life at Brandeis. It's what I work {or
and believe in. When you realize the
resources Brandeis makes available to
help you, you develop more courage."

"We have open doors to support
our efforts," notes Peace Scholar
Marina Pevzner'04, a fewish Israeli
who emigrated from Estonia to Israel
at 10 years old. "The directors of
the campus Coexistence Center, the
Women's Studies Center, the Ethics
Center-they encourage us and provide
funding and guidance for programs we

develop."
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